
          
 

Metamorphosis:  Creepy Crawly 
Mealworm Beetle 

Winter and Spring Program 
Is a spider an insect?  What about a crab?  This program will teach students the main characteristics 
of insects through the use of live specimens.  Participants will study the stages in the life cycle of the 
mealworm beetle while actually observing a live larva, pupa, and adult in a petri dish right in front of 
them! By the end of this lesson students will be able to easily identify insects as well as various 
arthropods (including crabs, spiders, scorpions, and more).  Fun insect rubbings are included! 

 
Science Benchmarks and Grade Level Expectations addressed: 

 SC.2.L.16.1  Observes and describes major stages in the life cycles of plants and animals including 

beans and butterflies 

o Observes and describes major stages in the life cycles of animals such as butterflies  

 SC.2.L.17.1  Compare and contrast the basic needs that all living things have for survival 

o Identify living things 

o name basic needs of al living things 

 SC.2.L.17.2  Recognizes and explains that living things are found all over the Earth, but each is only 

able to live in habitats that meet its basic needs 

o Knows that plants and animals live in a habitat that meets their basic needs 

o Match plants and animals to their habitats 

 SC.2.N.1.1  Raise questions about the natural world, investigate them through free exploration and 

systematic observations, and generate appropriate explanations based on those explorations 

o Develops questions about the world around them 

o Investigates alone or in teams based on explorations 

 SC.2.N.1.2 Compare the observations made by different groups using the same materials. 

o Knows that scientists use tools and instruments to collect information and extend their five senses 

o Matches the appropriate tool scientists would use 

 SC.2.N.1.3  Ask “how do you?” in appropriate situations and attempt reasonable answers when asked 

the same question by others 

o Keeps records of observations, predictions, data, and results as appropriate 

 SC.N.1.5  Distinguishes between empirical observations (what you see, hear, feel, or taste) and ideas 

or inferences (what you think) 

                     



 


